
ST. EUPHRASIA SCHOOL

Dear St. Euphrasia Community,

After months of waiting, I finally have some news of interest for you. A couple weeks ago,
LA County allowed schools to apply to have students with high need (also termed "at risk")
come to campus. There are a lot of restrictions and we must adhere to the strict guidelines
set forth by the CDC, as well the state and local authorities. If you look at LA County's
website, you will see St. Euphrasia listed as "re-opening". As technically true as that may
be, the reality is we have three students with 1:1 aides working on their classwork on
campus. They are participating in their class' Zoom meetings and receiving in-person
support from their aides. Last Thursday, a representative from the LA County Public Health
Department came to check that we are following the guidelines. I am proud to say that we
passed with flying colors. This means we are on the right track in terms of prepping the
school for the day that we can fully re-open. (We still have no word on that.)

While we still have no word on when we will be able to fully re-open, LA County has
begun accepting waiver applications for TK-2. It is a long process and I am starting it this
week. The first step is to gather all the necessary paperwork, fill out forms, etc. That will
likely take a week or two, judging by how much there is. Next all of that will be sent to the
Archdiocese for review to make sure all my t's are crossed and i's dotted. Our
superintendent will attach a cover letter and send it on to the county. Once the county
receives it, they have stated that it will take 2-3 weeks to hear if we are approved. Some
other details to keep in mind: 1) the county will only approve 30 schools per week
throughout all of Los Angeles area, including public, charter, private, and religious schools;
2) schools where the majority of students qualify for free and reduced price lunch will have
priority. Based on all of this, I'm hoping that we can have in-person instruction available for
TK-2 by Thanksgiving. The question of how that will look I cannot answer at this point.
The teachers and I are discussing the best way to meet the needs of all the students. Also,
please note that once we are allowed to resume in-person instruction, parents will have
the option to keep their children home. Again, I cannot say exactly how that will play out
but I can tell you it won't be exactly as it is now.

On a different note, the county will be using the parish hall as a polling place for the
upcoming election. According to their schedule they will be on campus from 8am to 8pm
each day beginning October 24th and running through November 7th. Due to COVID
restrictions, the school offices and classrooms will be closed during this period. All office
personnel will be working from home to answer emails and respond to phone calls. We
will resume normal operations on November 9th @ 8am.
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